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Summary 

Altogether, 161 birds were recorded on the trip, with Red-breasted Goose the best bird of the trip.  

Thirty three species were recorded only once.   

 

Bird of the trip: 

Doug: Wryneck 

Gordon: Bean Goose 

Jim: Red-breasted Goose  

Brian: Red-breasted Goose 

Margaret: Hazel Grouse 

Margus: Three-toed Woodpecker 

Bozena: Great Snipe 

 

 

Also, 11 mammals, three amphibians and 

reptiles, 22 insects including 11 butterflies, 173 

plants, 50 mosses, 51 lichens, 19 fungi and 5 

liverworts were recorded on the trip.  Hepatica 

Hepatica nobilis was the flower of the trip, 

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopathe was 

the butterfly and Elk was the mammal.  

             

 

The most memorable moment of the trip: 

 

Doug: “Stealing” Margaret’s “Mango Dream” cocktail captured on camera 

Gordon: Seeing a flock of 2000 geese on day 3 

Jim: Seeing big flocks of geese 

Brian: Morning birding at the Rough-legged Buzzard site on day 4 

Margaret: Great Snipe lek 

Margus: Morning birding on the bridge on day 7 

Bozena: Morning birding at the Rough-legged Buzzard site on day 4 
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Itinerary 

 

29 April, Sunday    
Day 1 

 
The group arrived at 17:20 and after being collected by myself and our guide Margus, we 

were soon driving west.  The drive through flat terrain with agricultural fields, intersected by 
pinewoods, was enjoyable and we were pleased to see our first Magpie, Hooded Crow, Starling, 
Yellowhammer and Goshawk.  It was great to see blue sky and sun after the gloomy weather we 
left behind at home. We all commented on Margus’s safe driving.   

 
The two-hour drive passed quickly and we soon arrived at our lovely chalets conveniently 

situated in the middle of a pine forest and walking distance from  the coast.   Great Tit, Song 
Thrush and Siskins welcomed us on arrival. There was no time to rest and soon we all gathered in 
the main building for dinner.  Pork cutlets in a very tasty sauce, mashed patatoes and salad were 
served for the main course and baked apples in a sauce with cinnamon and ice cream for desert.   
Fruit salad was served for Jim, but it was shared with everyone, since he did not need to look after 
his sugar levels anymore.  Well done Jim!  We had a taste of Estonian beer, which became an 
immediate hit.  After reminising on past trips and making plans for the next day, we parted to our 
chalets. 
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30 April,  Monday     

Day 2 

 
Jim and Doug got up earlier than everybody else and by the time we all met up for breakfast 

at 7 a.m., they had a list of birds and lichens under their belt.  Gordon found Round-leaved 
Wintergreen Pyrola rotundifolia and Field Wormwood Artemisia campestris which generated some 
excitement amongst some of us.  Breakfast was wonderfully laid out for us, with a variety of things 
to choose from. 

 
Seawatching at the Põõsaspea 

Peninsula was planned for this morning.  As 
we left the chalets, the first birds soon started 
to emerge and those included Starling, 
Whinchat, Kestrel, Common Gull, six 
Shelducks, Wheatear, Mistle Thrush, 
Skylark, Swallow and we also had an 
exciting sighting of a Ring Ouzel.  As soon 
as we arrived at the coast, we realised that we 
were in for a treat.  Big flocks of Long-tailed 
Ducks, Common Scoters and Wigeons were 
floating on the sea a fair distance from us.  Smaller numbers of Mergansers, Goosanders, Velvet 
Scoters and  Cormorants were spotted off the coast and a Great Crested Grebe and Red-throated  
Diver were seen flying in the distance.  We had a short break for coffee, lovely sandwiches and a 
cake.  Recharged, we continued seeing new species, including Redshank, Greenshank, 
Oystercatcher, Common Sandpiper, White Wagtail, Tree Pipit, Linnet, Black-headed Gull and 



Common Tern.   A pair of Mute Swans 
were courting close by.  An attractive 
Pasque Flower Pulsatilla vulgaris in the 
early stage of development was spotted by 
Gordon and Doug.   

 
We 

undertook a 
walk through 
the forest 
while Margus drove ahead of us to meet us on the other side of the 
forest.  The walk was rewarding and the carpets of blooming 
Hepatica Hepatica nobilis, and our first Snowdrop Windflower 
Anemone sylvestris were particularly impressive.  On the edge of the 
forest, we saw a pair of Redstarts, Chaffinch, Siskin and our first 
Brimstone, enjoying the heat of the mid-day sun.  Some of us 
managed to see White-tailed Eagle mobbed by four Common 
Buzzards, and a Wryneck was calling close by.  

 
While 

driving through 
open countryside, we picked up Magpie, 
Meadow Pipit, Whinchat, Curlew, a number of 
Lapwings and an Elk, spotted by Margaret.   

 
At the car park of the Taebla fields, we 

had our first Willow Warbler and Peackock 
butterfly.  After a short walk, we climbed a 
viewing tower where we spent an hour of quality birding.  Here, flocks of Little Gulls, Tufted 
Ducks, Greylag Geese and Pochards were recorded.  Goldeneye, Smew, Coot, three Grey Herons 
and a pair of courting Red-necked Grebes were also present.  White-tailed Eagles soared on a 
background of blue sky, together with Hen 
Harrier and Common Buzzard, whereas 
Bittern was booming in the far distant 
reeds.  Willow Tit and Linnet were calling 
close by.  It was a truly wondeful place, but 
lunch time was aproaching fast.     

 
Our lunch was booked at the 

restaurant in Haapsalu and soon we were on 
our way in that direction.  Common Crane 
and a number of Lapwings were the most 
obvious species seen en route.  We stopped 
briefly to scan the waters on the outskirts of 
Haapsalu and managed to pick up Slavonian Grebe, Goosander, Tufted Duck, Pochard and Great 
Crested Grebe.  A brief scan of the waters in front of the Promenaadi restaurant, produced good 
views of Caspian Tern, Great Crested Grebe, Greenshank, Ruff and White-tailed Eagle.  The fields 
around the hotel looked very pictureque, filled with  blooms of flowering Yellow Anemone 
Anemone ranunculoides, Bulbous Corydalis Corydalis solida, Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria 
and Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa.  
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After a scrumptious three-course lunch, we 

continued scanning the waters in front of the 
restaurant, but not being able to see anything new, 
we pressed on.  Our next stop was Matsalu 
National Park centre.  Here, we had a look at the 
various displays in the museum and then watched 
a very interesting audiovisual slide presentaion on 
the Matsalu wildlife from the perspective of 
different seasons.  There was enough time to have 
a little look around the centre, where we enjoyed a 
close view of mating White Storks.  On the 
outskirts of Haapsalu, we watched two Greylag 
Geese and an Osprey foraging over the small patch 
of water.    

 
Our next stop was the 

floodplain of the Matsalu.  
Substantial area of meadows were 
still under water, which actually 
made birdwatching more 
interesting.  Here, from a solid 
iron viewing tower, we got a good 
idea of the expanse and vasteness 
of the area.  Black-tailed Godwits, 
Curlews and Lapwings were 
foraging close by and, in the 
distance, flocks of Gargeneys, 
Wigeons and Common Terns.  A 
Grey-headed Woodpecker flew 
across the field, a magestic Elk 
was browsing in the distance and 
two White-tailed Eagles appeared 
in the sky.  As we walked back to 
the car, a flock of White-fronted 
and Barnacle Geese flew above 
and a Common Snipe started to 
drum, to everybody’s delight.   

 
Our evening activities 

included a boat ride in the Matsalu 
National Park.  Marika brought us 
a picnic basket, filled with home-
made goodies.  Soon, we were ready to depart and started a slow ride along the bank of the river.  
As the boat moved slowly, we were able to view the birds on the meadows, including Ruffs, Wood 
Sandpipers, Marsh Harrier, Mallards and Greylag Geese.  Reed Buntings, Savi’s Warblers and 
Bitterns were calling from near by reeds.  Yellow Wagtail and Common Snipe were flushed from 
the edge of the bank.  White-tailed Eagle appeared in the distance.  It was a calm and windless 
evening.  As we reached the sea, we anchored at the mouth of the river, from where we could see 
hundreds of swans and wildfowl in the distance.  As the sun was setting, we could hear the swans 
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calling, creating a trully magnificant 
atmosphere.  Baked potatoes with two 
different fillings and Marika’s fruit cake were 
delicious.  

 
 These 

were washed 
down with 
coffee and a 
lovely 
traditional 
Estonian liquor, enjoyed by everyone.  Later, as we moved slowly 
along the river, our first Beaver was seen briefly in between the 
reeds and trees.  As the engine was switched off and the boat 
floated with the current, we encountered another Beaver 
swimming across the river ahead of us.  On the way back, as we 
moved faster with the engine on, another two Beavers were briefly 
seen on the bank.  We were surprised at the close proximity of the 
Beavers and wondered whether they were not affected by the 
noisy engine and ignored us, or whether they were taken by a 

surprise and did not manage to hide before being seen.  It was getting dark when we returned to 
base, but we still managed to hear Spotted Crake in the distance. 

 
  En route to the chalets, we went over our check-list in the minibus and also managed to 

have a quick glimse of Scrub Hare and Hedgehog crossing the road.  We reached our chalets at 
23:30 ready for a good night sleep.  

 
Alogether, 103 species of birds were seen today, with White-tailed Eagle being the star of the 

day. 
 

Day 3  

1 May, Tuesday  

 
We met up at 7 a.m. for breakfast, with Jim and Doug giving us a report of their pre-breakfast 

outing.  After being entertained by a Crested Tit in the car park, we were soon on our way south.  
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Not long into our drive, we came across a flock of no less than 2000 Barnacle Geese and 
Whitefront.  Amongst them, we also spotted one Greylag and Bean Geese.   In the field, a Red Fox 
attracted our attention.  As we drove through open countryside with cultivated fields and meadows, 

more Skylarks, Lapwings and Cranes 
were seen.   

 
Our next stop was Tahu field, 

where Blue Tit and Wryneck were 
calling and Margus soon located the 
latter for us.  Above the forest, in the 
distance, a female Marsh Harrier was 
mobbed by two Crows.  A 700 m walk 
to the tower took us through fields and 



along a stream, where a number of plants were identified by Gordon and an interesting moth, 
Kentish Glory  Endromis versicoloria was found by Doug.    The tower gave us a good view of 
Matsalu Bay, but some flocks of wildfowl were too far to be identified.  The bay was filled with 
birds, and Redshank, Spotted Redshank and Black-headed Gulls were seen at close proximity and 
big flocks of geese and Mute Swans were seen in the distance.  A Willow Wabler was calling close 
to the hide and soon it was also spotted. Alogether, five White-taild Eagles were recorded from the 
tower and our first Black Kite was also seen.    

 
When we reached our minibus, it was time for coffee.  Content, we pressed on, but soon had 

a stop at a local grocery shop, where Margaret purchased a soft drink, and Gordon and Jim went for 
the famous Tallin liquor.  Here, we also recorded Brimstone and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies and 
a pair of Wheatears. 

 
We stopped briefly at a small  lake at 

Võnnu, where in the nearby woods, a White-
backed Woodpecker was known to held its 
territory.  No sign of the birds though.  
Instead, we had a good view of a pair of 
Garganey, Slavonian Grebe and a singing 
Nuthatch.    

 
As we drove through open countryside, 

two Rooks were spotted and Doug located a 
Red Fox in a field.  Our next stop was the 
famous Haeska viewing tower, where, as we 
soon found out, the wind in Estonia can be 
pretty ferocious.  It was cold and windy on the 
coast, but some of us climbed the tower and 
faced the challenge.  Hundreds of geese, 
various ducks and swans were seen in the 
distance. 

 
At closer 

range, a group of 
male Ruffs was 
foraging on the 
shore.  When the wind and cold became truly unbearable, we all gathered 
around the picnic table (!) for lunch.  Coffee, tasty sandwiches, apples 
and a delicious cake were most welcome.   

A decision was made to take a walk 
in the forest to warm ourselves up.  Here, 
some of us managed to get a good view 
of Hawfinches, but others were satisfied 
with a snap of the copulating Kentish 
Glory Endromis versicoloria.  

 
Soon we were off to the Põgari-Sassi coastal area.  En route, 

Kestrel and Goosander flew over and more Lapwings were present 
in the fields.  As we approached the coast, we saw at least ten Wood 
Sandpipers foraging in a patch of water close to the road.   
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We drove further and soon thousands of grazing Barnacle Geese in a coastal meadow came 
into view.  Sixty-thousand of them pass throught the Masalu every year on their migration to the 
breeding grounds in Russia.  As we observed the geese, Whinchat, a few Linnets and Meadow Pipit 
were spotted in the field.  We moved further along the coast to have a closer look at a much bigger 
flock of geese.  Margus saw two Red-breasted Geese amongst the Barnacle ones, but there was a 
confusion of their whereabouts.  We were all looking in vain for the two geese, and only after a 
while of fruitless search, we discovered that we were all looking at the wrong pond.  What a view 
and excitement it was when we finally saw them!  

 The wind had picked up now and although the sun was still shining from an azure blue sky, 
birdwatching became unpleasant.  As we arrived at another birdwatching coastal spot, which 
required a short walk, we were reluctant to venture outside the minibus.  Instead, we decided to 
have tea with a drop of the Tallin liquor to warm ourselves up, while sitting in the car. The minibus 
was parked in front of the bay, where birdwatching was also satisfactory from the comfort of the 
vehicle.   Not surprisingly, only some of us decided to follow Margus to the coast.  Here, slightly 
sheltered from the wind, we encountered species such as Arctic Tern, Common Gull, Gadwall, 
Mallard, Red-throated Diver, Wheatear, Barnacle Goose, Mute Swan, Spotted Redshank, Ruff and 
Ringed Plover.  

Our dinner tonight was booked at a manorhouse at 19:00, so we took a slow stroll in that 
direction.  En route, we encountered Lesser Whitethroat, Whinchat, Yellowhammer, Great Tit, two 
Magpies, four White Storks, five Common Buzzards, more White-tailed Eagles and some common 
birds.  Some of us had a quick glimpse of a 
Roe Deer hidden in the bushes.   

Although, we arrived early at the 
manor house, the owner immediatly 
appeared at the front gate and invited us in.  
We were led to the dinning area and sat at a 
round table by a cosy fire, whilst classical 
music in the background created a relaxing 
atmosphere.  The owner spoke good English 
and engaged us in conversation.  We soon 
learnt that the mansion was his summer 
house and his main residence was in Tallin.  
We met his wife who prepared a delicious 
meal for us and soon the feast began.  We 
washed it down with red wine and Jim and 
Brian followed the owner’s invitation and 
had a brandy snap and liquor.  As a history 
lecturer by profession, the owner 
entertained us with an interesting story of 
the history of the house and Estonia as well!  
The manor house dated back to 1578 and 
was purchased by the present owners in 
1996.  We listened with disbelief about the 
upheaval the owners went through to keep 
the house and the ghost story gave us 
shivers. We then had an interesting tour 
around the top floor of the house and a 
compulsary visit to a modernised toilet.  What a lovely finish to a great day!  

 
Altogether, 82 species of birds were recorded today.  
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2 May, Wednesday   

Day 4 

 
We had an early start today and gathered at 06.00 am at the minibus, taking breakfast with us.   
 
Our aim was to get to a 

Black Grouse lek as soon as 
possible, so en route we 
missed two pairs of Cranes 
close to the road and in 
perfect low light for 
photography.  We stopped 
briefly, however, for a 
glimpse of two Elks in the 
forest.  As we entered Variku 
fields, a group of Bullfinches 
flew across and a female Black Grouse was spotted on the ground.  We pressed further through the 
forest and arrived at an open meadow.  What we ecountered here was truly outstanding.  Our 
attention was drawn immediately to a minimum of three Black Grouse lekking in the distance and 
one male displaying closer to us.  As we scanned the area, we were overwhelmed by the variety of 
birds we encountered and the calls we heard.  Flocks of Whooper Swans and Common Cranes were 
foraging in the field and their calls carried a long way.  Great-spotted and Black Woodpeckers were 
calling and drumming in the nearby forest.  Lapwings, Curlew and Black-tailed Godwits were 
calling from the field and at least four Golden Plovers were flying around whilst giving their 
monotonous calls.  Then, about 40 migrating Bewick’s Swans flew above us heading for their 
breeding grounds.  Kestrel, Honey Buzzard and Montagu’s Harrier appeared briefly during the 
course of the morning and, althogether, we encountered at least four Rough-legged Buzzards.  
Some of us had never had such a good view of these birds before.  We had our scruptious breakfast 
while taking in all the birding activities.  It was a magical place and remained the most memorable 
moment of the trip for some of us.   

 
On our way out of the area, we stopped to view a Rough-

legged Buzzard hovering above the field and then took pictures 
of a male Black Grouse foraging in between the branches of a 
tree.  We did not drive far, when another group of Whooper 
Swans, with two Bewick’s and a pair of Cranes amongst them, 
came into view.  Another Rough-legged Buzzard and Pied 
Flycatcher were spotted from the car.   

 
We were back at our accommodation by 10:00 am, had an 

hour to pack and after loading our lugagge into the minibus 
again, we were ready to venture into the second part of the day.  We headed straight to Pärl Cafe in 
Kullamaa for lunch.  And what a lunch it was: a tasty traditional dish consisting of mashed potatoes 
with mushrooms, bacon and onion sauce, followed by a scrumptious fruit cake and coffee.   

 
We headed for Päru, in south western Estonia, and our accommodation for the next two days.  

En route, we spotted Montagu’s Harrier and Lesser Spotted Eagle, amongst others, when 
eventually we arrived to Tuhu Bog.  Here, four of us, Margaret, Doug, Gordon and myself went on 
the board walk into the bog, whereas Jim, Brian and Margus stayed behind.  The bog was very 
interesting with a selection of familiar plants, such as Bog-myrtle Myrica gale, Bogbean 
Menyanthes trifoliata, Marsh Cinquefoil Potentilla palustris, Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccos, 
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Common Cottongrass Eriophorum angustifolium, Labrador-tea Ledum palustre, Bog Rosemary 
Andromeda polifolia and a number of Sphagnum species.  Margaret and myself were taken by the 
variety of Sphagnum sp. and Doug was happy to share his identification skill with us.  We 
eventually joined the boys who stayed behind.  They managed to have a great time and recorded 
Wood Sandpiper, Crane, Common Buzzard, Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Meadow Pipit and 
Tree Pipit. 

 
Our next stop was an open 

parkland/woodland with large patches of Wood 
Anemone Anemone nemorosa.  Here, Margus 
with Margaret, Doug and Gordon went off in 
search of Grey-headed Woodpecker and also 
managed to record Black Woodpecker, 
Redwing, Pied Flycatcher, Robin and 
Chaffinch.  The rest of us enjoyed the sunny 
afternoon with a plephora of bird calls around 
us.  

 
We arrived to our accommodation in Pärnu with just enough time for a short rest. We all 

gathered for a drink at the bar before the meal and found that Brian left his insulin behind at the 
chalets.  A few phone calls by Margus secured a delivery of insulin in two days time, but a visit to a 
local hospital was necesarry to ensure that Brian had enough insulin until then.    

 
Our evening meal consisted of a mouth-watering main course: a succulent piece of salmon 

bathed a scrummy sauce and accompanied by a bouquet of lightly boiled vegetables.  After a quick 
update on the bird list, a visit to a hospital followed.  An hour later, we all were reunited at the bar 
again to celebrate a successful end to a rather worrying circumstanes. 

 
Altogether, we recorded 57 species today, with only Montegu’s Harrier recorded for the first  

time.   
 

 
 
 

3 May, Thursday    

Day 5 

 
We had an early start to the day and at 6:00 am we were all in the minibus ready for another 

birding day.  It was much easier to get up when the sky was blue and the sun was up...  
 
As we left Päru, Whinchat, Curlew, three Cranes, 

Redwing, Wryneck and Blue Tit made up our 
introductory bird list within a few minutes of a drive.  On 
arrival to Soometsa Forest, we made our first stop and had 
a selection of birds, including Red-breasted Flycatcher, 
Wren, Wood Warbler, Hawfinch, Cuckoo, Dunnock, 
Treecreeper, two Wrynecks singing at the same time and 
three Cuckoos.  As we enjoyed our morning coffee and 
breakfast, a Goosander flew above us, a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker drummed in the distance, a White-backed 
Woodpecker flew across the field and then a Snipe posed 



on a nearby birch tree.  Here, we also recorded Grey-headed Woodpecker, more Wood Warblers, 
Meadow Pipit, Tree Pipit, Chiffchaff and Whinchat.   

 
We drove through the forest to another location and then had a walk, during which we 

recorded a female and two male Pied Flycatchers disputing a territory, Black Woodpecker 
drumming, five Wood Warbler singing, Bullfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Goldcrest, Robin, 
Nuthatch and Chiffchaff.  Some of us trailled behind and enriched the plant list with new species 
including Marsh Horsetail Equisettum palustre and Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage 
Chrysosplenium alternifolium.  Here, Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa and Yellow Anemone 
Anemone ranunculoides formed dense carpets. 

 
As we drove through the Luitema forest, a Cuckoo posed on a tree for us.  A walk through a 

Hazel Grouse territory proved to be fruitless for most of us.  However, Brian and Margus heard the 
bird in the distance.  As the rest of us tagged behind looking at the plants rather then birds, 
Margaret spotted a Wild Boar browsing along the track in the distance.  Intrigued by the animal, 
she went in its direction.  A  few minutes later, she emerged beaming with joy, having come face to 
face with a Hazel Grouse!  

 
We stopped briefly once again in an opening in the forest, where we had a great view of a 

display flight of a Green Sandpiper.  Three Jays flew along the forest track.  Wood Warbler, 
Chiffchaff and Chaffinch were also buzzing in the forest.  After a very eventful morning, we drove 
back to Pärnu.  There was still plenty of time before our lunch, so some of us had a walk to the 
beach and explored the adjacent park, whereas others relaxed and caught up on some sleep.  
Margaret, as we heard later, was seduced by a Meadow Pipit in the town’s park.     

 
Our lunch was truely 

amazing: we had stuffed pork 
with paprika, mashed patatoes 
and vegetables, including a 
mysterious herb, which 
generated a heated discussion 
over its identification.  
Gordon finally put an end to 

it, deciding that it was definitely Mentha pulegium. Crème 
brûlée, as a desert, complemented the meal beautifully.   

 
In the afternoon, we continued 

birdwatching on the coast and arrived at a 
complex of ex-fish ponds by the sea.  We 
stopped to scan a small wetland prior to 
the ponds and were pleasantly surprised 
by the variety of birds present: Greylag 
Goose, Meadow Pipit, Mute Swan, 
Skylark, Lapwing on a nest, 20 Wood 
Sandpipers, Grey Heron, two Marsh 

Harriers, Cormorant and a Citrine Wagtail.  Seawatching from the tower, produced Sandwich 
Terns, Arctic Terns, Teals, Gadwalls, Mute Swans, Black-headed Gulls and Little Gulls.  Some of 
us decided to walk to a second hide ovelooking the reeds, and en route, we saw Reed Bunting, a 
numbers of Wood Sandpipers, Redshank and Marsh Harrier.  Our first Great Reed Warbler was 
singing its heart out, soon followed by a second bird. 
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We then drove to another coastal meadow, which involved about 500 m walk.  Here, we had 
Greenshank, Spotted Redshank and Wood Sandpiper, all singing and displaying on this sunny and 
warm day.  Other birds were also present, and these included Sand Martins, Swallows, Curlews, 
Garganeys, Song Thrush, and White and Yellow Wagtails.   

 
In late afternoon, we visited 

Kabli, where seawatching was 
planned from a viewing tower, used 
for regular migration counts.   We 
were impressed by a big Helgoland 
bird trap and a bird station next to it, 
opened in 1969. Margus climbed the 
tower and Brian followed.  While 
some of us pottered arround the 
tower, others went for a walk on the 
sandy beach.  The coast was 
pleasant but not many birds were seen.  Margus, in the meantime, made a list of 45 birds.  There 
were interesting plants on the beach though, which Gordon identified them later as Common 
Butterbur Petasites hybridus.  After an hour and half, we all gathered again and visited Kabli Bird 
Station, which was opened by one of the field workers.  We all marched in and were immediately 
impressed by the high standard of facilities.  There was access to a computer, little kitchen, a toilet 
and sleeping quarters upstairs.  The station takes part in the international migration research 
programme, Operation Baltic, every year.  After picking up some leaflets, we were ready to move 
on.    

 
Our dinner took place at a house donated by local authorities to the Ladies Club and so we 

were hosted by the two members of the club.  We were surrounded by lovely craft gifts made by 
the club.  Our dinner was tasty and consisted of mushroom pickles, delicious mushroom muffins 
(Gordon made sure as to their indentification!), a spread with a mixure of garlic, cream, chives and 
cheese, salad and a very tasty beef, pork and vegetable stew.  The cake that followed was also 
delicious.  Feeling content, we left the premises at 20:00 and arrived to the villa an hour later.  

 
 There was still plenty of time for a drink at the bar and to update our bird list.  We were all 

happy with beer and wine, but Margaret 
preferred a non-alcoholic drink and spent 
some time choosing from their long exotic 
cocktail list.  She finally decided to go for an 
intriguing “Mango Dream“.  However, what 
she did not realise was that the alcoholic 
cocktails of the same name were listed on the 
back of the non-alcoholic list.  The barmaid 
wrongly assumed that Margaret wanted the 
alcoholic “Mango Dream“ and added a splash 
of vodka to it.  Margaret however, ended up 
loving her “ Dream“ and became very 
protective of it.  Doug, however, unnoticed 
by Margaret, was captured on the camera 
stealing a sip of her “non-alcoholic“ cocktail!  
 

Alogether, we recorded 98 birds today. 
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4 May, Friday   

Day 6 

 
We had breakfast at a very civilised 8:00 a.m. and after packing our luggage, we were soon 

ready to undertake the drive to Tartu, in the south eastern Estonia, where we were staying the last 
two nights.   
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As soon as we left Pärnu, we made a sudden stop to view a flock of about 30 Whitefront and 
180 Bean Geese in a field.  White Stork, Kestrel, Swallow, Magpie and other more common birds 
were recorded along the way.   

 

Soon, we arrived at Soomaa National Park.  The area 
received its national park status only in 1993, but at 390 
km², it is Estonia’s second largest national park.  The 
territory of the Soomaa National Park is mostly covered with 
large mires, separated by tributaries of the Pärnu River.  
Brian and Margus stayed behind in the vehicle to protect our 
belongings, which travelled with us today, but the rest of us 
were anxious to walk the boardwalk.  It was a fascinating 
walk though an incredible expanse of the bog.  Doug was 
testing Margaret and myself on our Sphagnum identification.   

Jim soon returned to the car, but Gordon and Margaret 
disappeared ahead of Doug and myself.  It was a speedy 
walk through the forest to catch up with them, but eventually 
four of us reunited at the open bog and returned back to the 

car soon 
after.  The 
area was far more fascinating from a botanical point 
of view than birding, but we managed to record 
Mistle Thrush, Tree Pipit, Long-tailed Tit and a 
lovely Coma Butterfly.  Back at the minibus, the 
boys made a far more exciting list of birds and these 
included Hobby, Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, two 
Lesser-spotted Eagles, Cockoo, House Martin and a 
number of more common birds.    

 
 
 
 
Our next stop was a Soomaa visitor centre.  

Before we embarked on a walk through a nearby 
wood, we all enjoyed a cup of tea.  Our walk was 
very fruitfull and as soon as we entered the forest, 
we got a good view of a Wood Warbler.  The forest 
turned out to be good for woodpeckers and soon we 
heard three species calling and drumming:  Lesser-
spotted Woodpecker, White-backed Woodpecker 
and Three-toed Woodpecker.    



We then reached a river, where Beaver 
activity was very obvious: there was a huge lodge 
on the bank of the river and tree trunks seemed to 
be laid across the river almost everywhere we 
looked. There was one almost fully functional dam 
near the lodge.  As we walked along the river, a 
female Smew landed next to Brian and a 
Camberwell Beauty showed itself.  As we were 
walking rather slowly, taking everything in, we 
began to run late for lunch and Margus went 
aheard of us to let our lunch lady know about the 
delay.   

 
Our picnic lunch was trully amazing.  The 

lady dressed in traditional costume, served us a 
vegetable and meat soup with buns filled with 
pork, followed by a mousse-type desert and cream.  

As we basked in the 
sun and enjoyed our 
lunch, a 
Sparrowhawk, 
holding prey, flew 
over and a 
Common Buzzard 
appeared as well.  Some of us went to a visitor centre, which offered 
free maps and postcards, to our great surprise.  Brian, Margaret, 
Doug and Margus then went into the forest to see if they could track 
a White-backed Woodpecker who was calling.  They succeeded and 
also saw a Jay and heard a drumming Grey-headed Woodpecker.         

  
 
We left Soomaa at 14:30 and headed for Tartu.  En route, we 

stopped at a lake Lake Vörtsjärv.  Here, immaculate public toilets, which could almost be mistaken 
for a sauna chalet, with a small window on the door (convinient for birding!), provided some 
entertainment.  A scan over the waters and nearby reeds produced two Marsh Harriers, Common 
Sandpiper, Common Tern, Black-headed Gull, Little Gull, Willow Tit and Yellow Wagtail.   
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Off we went again and joined a main road.  Suddently, a Wild Boar was spotted in the woods 
as the minibus quickly passed it by.  As we got off the main road again and drove by cultivated 
fields and meadows, we encountered Curlew, Lapwings and Skylarks.  We also came across a big 

flock of Greylag Geese taking off, and seven 
Yellow Wagtails and three Linnets were spotted in 
front of the minibus.   

 
Margus then suggested we drive off the track 

and try to look for Lesser Spotted Eagle, which was 
recorded in the area.  Off we went and after an 
elaborate search and numerous scans, an eagle 
eventually emerged.   

 



We arrived to our hotel in time for a quick 
rest and then we all gathered again at 19:00 for 
our evening meal.  Dinner was, as always, very 
good, albeit genereous portions were served.  
We had gulash soup for starter, chicken 
schnitzel coated in bacon and egg with potatoes 
and vegetables for the main course and a 
mousse-type desert to finish it off.  As we 
learned, three types of grain were used in our 
pudding.  However, there was no time to relax, 
because a visit to a Great Snipe lek was planned for tonight. 

 
Soon we were off again to Kärevere.  On the arrival to the area, Margus announced that the 

traditional lekking area seemed to be flooded, so we tried a possible patch of dry land closeby.  The 
grass here looked shorter in comparison with the lekking sites we experienced in Poland.  Human 
activities were also visible, so it surprised us that the Great Snipe tolerated human presence. As 
soon as we got out of the car, we heard the gentile bubbling sounds made by the birds.  We could 
hear the lekking snipes, but could not see them.  As the day came to a close, between 1500 and 

2000 Bean and Whitefront Geese took off from 
the nearby flooded meadows.  We also heard 
Common Snipe dumming, Wood Sandpiper, 
Redshank and Greenshank singing, and saw 
Little Ringed Plover foraging.  The weather 
deteriorated even further, with the sky being 
completely overcast.  This created low lighting 
conditions and visibility was very poor.  We 
tried in vain to see some action but to no avail.  
Margus moved us even closer to the lek and 
then suddently we wintessed (some of us) a 
spectacle!  There were two individuals on the 

ground and one of them was fluffing its tail (exposing the white outer feathers), puffing its breast 
and spreading its wings while making delicate bubbling sounds, in the attempt to enhance its 
conspicuousness.  And then, the bird ran up and down along a straight path of about 50 cm.  
Suddenly, we saw two new invididuals landing in the grass and another one followed.  Altogether, 
there were at least five Great Snipe at the lek.  Unfortunately, the daylight was almost gone and 
further observations were impossible.  Finally, the rain chased us off.    

 
Alogether, 72 birds were recorded today. 
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5 May, Saturday   

Day 7 

  
It was an early start to the day, as our breakfast was at 6.00 a.m.  For some of us it was 

simply too much - Margaret, half asleep, walked in to the bar and admitted with clear defeat: 
“mornings are getting earlier“. 

 
Twenty-five minutes into our drive and we had our first stop on a bridge.  It was a special 

place and it seemed that nature had just awaken.  The calling, singing, buzzing and drumming 



seemed to be coming from all the directions.  We recorded Willow Warbler, Wood Warbler, Red-
breasted Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher, Fieldfare, Song Thrush, Cockoo, Whitethroat, 
Grasshopper Warbler, Whinchat, Corncrake and Wryneck.  Wood Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and 
Common Sandpiper were also calling in the distance and a male Hen Harrier, White-tailed Eagle 
and Lesser Spotted Eagle appeared at some point in the sky. 

 
Overwhelemed by it all, we pressed on and arrived to a birch forest bordered by a spruce 

plantation.  The forest seemed to be a likely place for Nutcrackers, but despite our effort we could 
not see one.  Instead, we had a few Willow Warblers and Blackcap singing profusely.  As we drove 
through the forest, we searched for a Nutcracker, but other species were also picked up.  Those 
included Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit, Wren and Goldcrest.  We were full of admiration for our young 
Margus, who was picking up all the calls, hardly audible to our ageing ears.  Margaret and Brian in 
particular were full of admiration for Margus’s skill and commented: “He is supernatural, from 
another planet!“ 

 
Our next stop was by a flooded river.  As we scanned  a vast expanse of water, we picked up 

Common and Rough-legged Buzzards, Goshawk, Teal, Shoveller, Mallard, Tufted Duck, a flock of 
Little Gull, Common Tern, Sand Martin, Swallow, Wood Sandpiper and White Wagtail.  A fellow 
birder from Lake District exchanged some birding experinces with us.   

 

 
 
By mid-morning we arrived at the Alam-Pedja 

marshes.  We had a relaxing moment gathering our 
thoughts and things together for a walk, when 
Gordon found a new butterfly/plant to entertain us.  
He called us, but we overheard something that 
sounded to us like a MOOSE (!), so we all ran 
towards him in excitement.  What a commotion he 
caused!  

 
Once again we were astounded by a public 

toilet tucked away in the middle of the forest, in 
immaculate condition with a supply of toilet paper 
for a week and a viewing window on the door!   

 
We passed a small patch of coniferous forest and a huge bog emerged in front of us.  A small 

boardwalk took us through this pristine habitat for over a kilometre.  The “Birders“ zoomed ahead 
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while the “Botanists“ trailed behind, picking up 
“exotic“ plants such as Vaccinium uliginosum and 
identifying Carex Carex chordorrhiza and C. 
peniculata.  Throughout the walk we were 
accompanied by the continuous trills of Wood 
Sandpipers, which seemed to fill the air, and Tree                                                
Pipits, which were performing their acrobatic song 
flights in almost every space and tree available. We 
soon reached a patch of the coniferous forest, where a 
Holly Blue entertained us for a while.  The walk back 
was even more memorable when 18 Black Grouse flew in front of the “Birders“.  Six of the birds 
soon returned and were seen by the whole group.   The walk was truly spectacular and was classed 
by some of us as the most memorable moment of the trip.   

 
 
We reached a picnic site in time for 

lunch.  The hotel exceeded our wildest 
expectations and preapared for us a real 
feast, with ham, cheese and salami open 
sandwidches, chopped cucumbers and 
tomatoes, a lovely vegetable salad mixed 
with mayonnaise, boiled eggs, gorgeous 
buns filled with meat, jucy oranges and the 
most tasty baked apple yogurts we all fell in 
love with!  To top this, we had a shot of the 
famous Tallin liquor, which put us in the 
right mood...  to do nothing.  While sitting at 
our picnic table and relaxing, we saw a 
Greay-headed Woodpecker flying across and 

the Redstart posing curiously on a pole in front of us.  Three Willow Tits were calling against each 
other in the background of other common forest birds.   

 
Soon it was time to leave and we headed for the Aardla wetlands.  Here, two brief stops and 

scans over the marshes, reeds and grasslands overwhelmed us as we saw thousands of Bean, 
Whitefront, Barnacle Geese grazing in the distance.  A pair of Marsh Harriers appeared above the 
reeds, 10 Wood Sandpipers flew across, Gadwalls, Coots, Lapwings and Ravens all entertained us.  
As we moved a bit further on the road, Margus picked up a Lesser Spotted Eagle perching in a tree.  
There was also Spotted Redshank, Shoveller, White Wagtail and another Marsh Harrier.   

 
We eventually reached a tall tower, 

where at the bottom, our immediate attention 
was drawn to a Citrine Wagtail, comouflaged 
well between willow and birch trees/scrubs.   
Here, we were also welcomed by two 
drumming Snipes, a Wood Sandpiper singing, 
ten Swifts flying about and a pair of Goldeneye 
splashing in the water.  A Bittern soon started 
to boom in the distance. As Margus climbed 
the tower, some of us were tempted to follow 
him.  The climb was worth the effort, because 
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not only did we get a great view over the marshes, 
but a variety of birds could be seen: about 160 Black 
Terns, 50 Little Gulls, Common Terns, Gadwalls, 
Tuffted Ducks, Pochards, about 10,000 Whitefront 
Geese, 20 Barnacle Geese, White-tailed Eagle, Red-
knecked Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Wood 
Sandpipers and Mute Swans.   

 
After a refreshing tea (not coffee for a 

change!) and a jucy orange left from our lunch, we were ready to embark on another drive.  Just as 
we were ready to leave, Whitefront Geese took off and small flocks started to fly in all directions.   

 
Our last aim for the day was to see a 

Penduline Tit.  En route to a possible 
breeding area, we stopped to view another 
wetland.  It was a very atmospheric spot, 
where dead birch forest, reflected in the 
water, created a picturesque image.  Here, 
Whitefront Geese were also active and 
White-tailed Eagle came to view.  Margaret 
and Doug ventured off to take pictures of 
geese and were picked up on our way back.   
We took a few turns and bumpy side-roads, 
but apart from close views of Wheaters, 
Whinchats and Yellow Wagtail, there was 
nothing to excite us, so we drove on.  

 
The breeding site of Penduline Tit required a long 

walk, so only a few of us made the attempt.  Brian after a 
while, decided to turn back as well.  The walk was not 
fruitless as we recorded Hobby, Thrush Nightingale, Lesser 
Whitethroat, Chaffinch, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and 
overheard Bittern in the distance.  Eventually, we came 
across a delicate call and found the nest of a Penduline Tit.  
The nest was almost complete, but both sexes were still 
attending it inside and outside, making finishing touches.  
Nearby, five Yellow-legged Tortoisehells enjoyed the 
evening sun.  Margus overheard Rustic Bunting, an 
exciting record for Estonia, but even the lure failed to 
attract the bird.  

 

 
 

We managed to reach the hotel in time for a quick 
rest and were re-united at 19:00 for our evening meal.  The 
dinner was very good and consisted of a chicken/vegetable 
salad in a tasty vinaigrette as a starter, tender pork with 
potatoes and vegetables in a mouth-watering sauce for the 
main course and we finished off with ice cream topped in 
raspberry sauce.  Estonian beer and a botttle of Portugeese 
red wine complemented our delicious meal.  We spent time 
reflecting on the trip and agreeing that the abiding memory 
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we take from our visit to Estonia include: great food, bright weather, great hospitality of people, 
low population density, quality of habitats, profusion of birds and handy public toilets with a view!   

 
Altogether, 98 species of birds were recorded today.   
 

 
 Day 8
 
6 May, Sunday   
  

Another sunny day with a blue sky welcomed us this morning.  The weather could not have 
been better, as the sun shone from a blue sky when we all gathered for breakfast.  By 8:30, Margus 
was able to start packing our suitcases into a minibus.  A Thrush Nigthtinglae was calling by the 
river and Doug went across the road to have a look.   

 
We left Tartu soon after and headed for Tallin. En route, some of us had a little snooze, but 

excitement of seeing the birds was still there and soon we recorded a single and then two Spotted 
Eagles.  Unfortunately, we were driving too fast to be able to identify them to a species level.   
Lapwing, Magpie, Rook, Hooded Crow and Common Buzzard were regular species seen on the 
route.  

 
In Tallin, Margus dropped us at the Viru 

Gates, the remains of the complex gate system that 
once surrounded the city, and drove off to park the 
minibus.  We walked slowly through the streets of 
old Tallin, admiring the colouful buildings and old 
cobble streets, which blended well with gleaming 
shops and stylish restaurants.  Eventually, we 
reached the picturesque Town Hall Square 
surrounded by elaborate merchant houses and 
dominated on the east side by the Town Hall, built 
in 1402-1404. 

 
The Tavern, where we were booked for 

lunch, was not yet open, but we did not have to 
wait long before we were invited in.  While 
waiting for Margus, we all enjoyed coffee served 
in mugs with the restaurant emblem.   When 
Margus arrived, dinner was served and consisted 
of a delicious white fish, whose name everybody 
tried to guess, potatoes and vegetables.  For desert, 
we had a traditional Estonian bread mousse, 
which, unfortunately, was not everybody’s 
favourite.   
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Our guide Kaja arrived at 14:00, shortly after we finished our dinner, and gave us a talk on 
the history of Tallin.  As we learnt, Old Tallin is divided into two distinct parts: Lower Town and 
Toompea Hills, connected by two picturesque streets.  The 13th century high, thick walls, totalling 
1.9 km, and roughly half of the original 46 towers still loom over the Old Town.  One of the main 
defence structures is called the Fat Margaret’s Tower and our Margaret was absolutely adamant to 



see it.  So, while the rest of the group aimed for the minibus, Margaret, Doug, Kaja and myself 
targeted the Fat Margaret Tower.  Today, the tower hosts the Estonian Maritime Museum, but it 
looked very impressive and “fat“ on the outside.  

 
 

 

Proudly, Margaret posed in front of it! 
 
On the way back, we learned that the local legend says that marzipan was invented right here 

at Tallinn’s Town Hall Pharmacy.  To keep the legend alive, the city prides itself on producing 
delicious marzipan in all sort of shapes and colours.  We quickly popped in to the best marzipan 
factory/shop in the city.  However, only Margaret was tempted to purchase the delicacy.   
     

Soon, we were all reunited at the minibus and drove to Tallin airport to catch our plane at 
17:20.  At the airport, we said good-bye to Margus, and after buying last minute souvenirs (Tallin 
liquor amongst others!), some of us were indulging ourselves in a compulsary last piece of 
delicious Estonian cake and coffee.  

 
Sadly, the one-week birding experience in Estonia had come to an end... 

 
Thank you all for making this trip such a great success! 
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Birds recorded on the trip (161) 
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1 Red-throated Diver  46 Honey Buzzard
2 Great Crested Grebe  47 Lesser Spotted Eagle
3 Red-necked Grebe 48 Kestrel
4 Slavonian Grebe 49 Eurasian Hobby
5 Cormorant  50 Hazel Grouse  
6 Bittern  51 Black Grouse 
7 Grey Heron 52 Corncrake
8 White Stork 53 Spotted Crake
9 Mute Swan 54 Moorhen

10 Whooper Swan 55 Coot 
11 Bewick's Swan  56 Common Crane
12 Bean Goose 57 Oystercatcher
13 White-fronted Goose 58 Ringed Plover 
14 Greylag Goose 59 Little Plover 
15 Red-breasted Goose 60 Golden Plover 
16 Barnacle Goose  61 Lapwing
17 Shelduck 62 Ruff 
18 Mallard 63 Common Snipe
19 Wigeon 64 Great Snipe 
20 Teal 65 Black-tailed Godwit 
21 Garganey 66 Eurasian Curlew 
22 Pintail 67 Common Redshank 
23 Shoveler 68 Spotted Redshank
24 Gadwall 69 Common Greenshank 
25 Pochard 70 Wood Sandpiper
26 Tufted Duck 71 Green Sandpiper 
27 Scaup 72 Common Sandpiper
28 Common Eider 73 Black-headed Gull 
29 Long-tailed Duck 74 Little Gull 
30 Common Scoter 75 Common Gull
31 Velvet Scoter 76 Herring Gull
32 Goldeneye 77 Great Blackback Gull
33 Smew 78 Caspian Tern 
34 Red-breasted Merganser 79 Common Tern 
35 Goosander 80 Sandwich Tern 
36 Osprey  81 Little Tern 
37 White-tailed Eagle 82 Black Tern 
38 Black Kite 83 Arctic Tern 
39 Marsh Harrier 84 Rock Dove 
40 Hen Harrier 85 Stock Dove 
41 Montagu's Harrier 86 Wood Pigeon 
42 Sparrowhawk 87 Common Cuckoo
43 Goshawk 88 Swift
44 Common Buzzard 89 Eurasian Wryneck 
45 Rough-legged Buzzard 90 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  



91 Great Spotted Woodpecker 126 Willow Warbler
92 White-backed Woodpecker 127 Goldcrest
93 Three-toed Woodpecker 128 Spotted Flycatcher
94 Black Woodpecker 129 Red-breasted Flycatcher
95 Grey-headed Woodpecker 130 Pied Flycatcher 
96 Skylark 131 Long-tailed Tit 
97 Sand Martin 132 Penduline Tit
98 House Martin 133 Crested Tit 
99 Swallow 134 Willow Tit 

100 Tree Pipit 135 Marsh Tit
101 Meadow Pipit 136 Great Tit
102 White Wagtail 137 Blue Tit 
103 Yellow Wagtail 138 Nuthatch
104 Citrine Wagtail 139 Treecreeper
105 Dunnock 140 Wren 
106 Thrush Nightingale 141 Jay 
107 Robin 142 Magpie
108 Whinchat 143 Rook 
109 Redstart 144 Hooded Crow
110 Northern Wheatear 145 Jackdaw
111 Blackbird 146 Common Raven 
112 Ring Ouzel 147 Starling
113 Fieldfare 148 House Sparrow 
114 Mistle Thrush 149 Tree Sparrow
115 Song Thrush 150 Chaffinch 
116 Redwing 151 Redpoll
117 Grasshopper Warbler 152 Linnet
118 Savi's Warbler 153 Siskin
119 Great Reed Warbler 154 Goldfinch 
120 Sedge Warbler 155 Greenfinch 
121 Whitethroat 156 Bullfinch
122 Lesser Whitethroat 157 Hawfinch  
123 Blackcap 158 Common Rosefinch
124 Wood Warbler 159 Parrot Crossbill
125 Chiffchaff 160 Yellowhammer

161 Reed Bunting  
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Mammals 
 

 English name Latin name 
1 Elk Alces alces 
2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus 
4 Beaver Castor fiber 
5 Wild Boar Sus scrofa 
6 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 
7 Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 
8 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
9 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 

10 Field Vole Microtus agrestis 
11 Northern Mole Talpa europaea 

 
 

Amphibians & reptiles 
 

 English name Latin name 
1 Common Toad Bufu bufo 
2 Common Frog Rana temporaria 
3 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara 

 
 

Butterflies 
 

 English name Latin name 
1 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
2 Peacock Butterfly Inachis io 
3 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 
4 Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell Nymphalis xanthomelas 
5 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
6 Map Butterfly Araschnia levana 
7 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
8 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
9 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 

 
 
 

           Liverworts 
                       by 
                  Doug 
   
1 Frullania dilitata 
2 Lepidozia reptans 
3 Odontoschisma sphagni 
4 Plagiochila porelloides 

5 Radula complanata 
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Other insects  
by  

Gordon 
 
 

Latin English 
1 Aceria fraxinovorus Ash Key Gall 
2 Andricus inflator Swollen Oak twig end 
3 Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed Bumblebee 
4 Bombus lucorum White-tailed Bumblebee 
5 Bombus pascuorum Carder Bee 
6 Coccinella 7-punctata 7 Spot Ladybird 
7 Diplolepis rosae Robin’s Pincushion 
8 Endromis versicolora Kentish Glory 
9 Formica sp Wood Ant 

10 Lasius flava Yellow Ant 
11 Psithyrus bohemicus Cuckoo Bee 
12 Rhabdophaga saliciperda Willow Gall 
13 Urophorajaceana Knapweed Seed Gall 

 
 
 
 
 

Fungi 
by  

Gordon 
 

 Latin English 
1 Albugo candida On Shepherd’ 
2 Calloria neglecta On Nettle dead stem 
3 Chlorociboria aeruginosa Green-staining Fungus 
4 Diatrype bullata On fallen Willow branch 
5 Fomes fomentarius On dead Birch tree 
6 Fomitopsis pinicola On dead Spruce tree 
7 Ganoderma adspersum On dead broadleaf tree 
8 Gloeophyllum sepiarium Conifer Maze Gill on Spruce 
9 Lenzites betulinum On dead, fallen Birch tree 

10 Leptosphaeria acuta On Nettle dead stem 
11 Lophodermium pinastri On fallen SP needles 
12 Lophodermium seditiosum On fallen SP branch needle 
13 Nectria cinnabarina On dead Birch branch 
14 Puccinia caricina On Creeping Thistle leaf 
15 Sarcoscypha austriaca Scarlet Elf Cup 
16 Stereum sanguinolentum On fallen SP branch 
17 Trametes gibbosa On dead stump 
18 Trametes versicolor Turkey Tail 
19 Trcihaptum abietinum On fallen SP branch 
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Plants recorded on the trip 
 

by  
 

Gordon Simpson 
 
 

Latin English 
Acer platanoides Norway Maple 
Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder 
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut 
Alchemilla filicaulis Hairy Lady’s-mantle 
Alnus glutinosa Alder 
Ammophila arenaria Marram Grass 
Andromeda polifolia Bog-rosemary 
Anemone nemerosa Wood Anemone 
Anemone ranunculoides Yellow Anemone 
Anemone sylvestris Snowdrop Anemone 
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica 
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 
Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch 
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock 
Artemisia campestris Field Wormwood 
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort 
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern 
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress 
Betula pendula Silver Birch 
Betula pubescens Downy Birch 
Calluna vulgaris Heather 
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse 
Carex acutifprmis Lesser Pond-sedge 
Carex arenaria Sand Sedge 
Carex caryophyllea Spring Sedge 
Carex chordorrhiza Creeping Sedge 
Carex diandra Lesser Tussock-sedge 
Carex nigra Common Sedge 
Carex pauciflora Few-flowered Sedge 
Carex propinquata Lesser Tussock Sedge 
Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge 
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge 
Carex vesicaria Bladder-sedge 
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed 
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed 
Cerastium semidecandrum Little Mouse-ear 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson’s Cypress 
Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine 
Chrysosplenium alternifolium Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage 
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter’s-nightshade 
Cirsium heterophyllum Melancholy Thistle 
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley 
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood 
Corydalis solida Bulbous Corydalis 
Corylus avellana Hazel 
Crepis paludosa Marsh Hawk’s-beard 
Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder-fern 
Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot 
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern 
Empetrum nigrum Crowberry 
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 
Equisetum fluviatile Water Horsetail 
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Equisetum hyemale Rough Horsetail 
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail 
Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cottongrass 
Eriophorum vaginata Hare’s-tail Cottongrass 
Erophila verna Common Whitlowgrass 
Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed 
Festuca ovina Sheep’s-fescue 
Festuca rubra Red Fescue 
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry 
Fraxinus excelsior Ash 
Gagea minima Least Star of Bethlehem 
Gagea pratensis Meadow Star of Bethlehem 
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw 
Geranium molle Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill 
Geum rivale Water Avens 
Geum urbanum Wood Avens 
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy 
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass 
Hepatica nobilis Liverleaf 
Hottonia palustris Water-violet 
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris 
Jincus gerardii Saltmarsh Rush 
Juncus effusus Soft-rush 
Juniperus communis Common Juniper 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel 
Lamium alba White Dead-nettle 
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle 
Larix decidua European Larch 
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 
Ledum palustre Labrador-tea 
Leymus arenarius Lyme-grass 
Lunaria redivida Perennial Honesty 
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush 
Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush 
Lycopodium clavatum Stag’s-horn Clubmoss 
Lycopodium inundata Marsh Clubmoss 
Maianthemum bifolium May Lily 
Malus domesticus Apple 
Mercurialis perrenis Dog’s Mercury 
Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean 
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass 
Myrica gale Bog-myrtle 
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel 
Paris quadrifolia Herb Paris 
Petasites hybridus Butterbur 
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass 
Phegopteris connectilis Beech Fern 
Phragmites australis Common Reed 
Picea abies Norway Spruce 
Picea pungens Colorada Blue Spruce 
Pilosella officinalis Mouse-ear-hawkweed 
Pinus mugo Mountain Pine 
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 
Plantago major Greater Plantain 
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass 
Polygonatum multiflorum Common Solomon’s Seal 
Populus tremula Aspen 
Populus x canescens Grey Poplar 
Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquedoil 
Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil 
Primula farinosa Bird’s-eye Primrose 
Primula veris Cowslip 
Primula vulgaris Primose 
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Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 
Prunus padus Bird Cherry 
Pseudodaphne caliculus Leather Leaf 
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 
Pulsatilla vulgaris Pasque-flower 
Pyrola minor Common Wintergreen 
Pyrola rotundifolia Round-leaved Wintergreen 
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 
Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks Buttercup 
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine 
Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort 
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 
Rhynchospora alba White Beak-sedge 
Ribes nigrum Black Currant 
Ribes rubrum Red Currant 
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry 
Rubus caesius Dewberry 
Rubus chamaemorus Cloudberry 
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 
Salix phylicifolia Tea-leaved Willow 
Salix repens Creeping Willow 
Salix triandra Almond Willow 
Sambucus nigra Elder 
Scilla verna Spring Squill 
Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop 
Sesleria caerulea Blue Moor-grass 
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 
Stachys officinalis Betony 
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort 
Stellaria media Common Chickweed 
Stellaria nemorum Wood Stitchwort 
Syringa vulgaris Lilac 
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 
Taraxacum officinale agg Dandelion 
Thymus polytrichum Wild Thyme 
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime 
Tilia x vulgaris Common Lime 
Trichophorum caespitose Deer Grass 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
Trifolium repens White Clover 
Trollius europaeus Globeflower 
Tulipa sylvestris Wild Tulip 
Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot 
Typha latifolia Bulrush 
Urtica dioica Common Nettle 
Utricularia minor Lesser Bladderwort 
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 
Vaccinium oxycoccos Cranberry 
Vaccinium uliginosum Bog Bilberry 
Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry 
Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian 
Valerianella locusta Common Cornsalad 
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell 
Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle 
Viola canina Heath Dog-violet 
Viola palustris Marsh Violet 
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet 

TOTAL 173 
 



Mossess and lichens recorded on the trip 

by 

Doug McCutcheon 

                    Mosses    Lichens 

1 Aulacomnium androgynum 1 Amandinia punctata
2 Aulacomnium palustre 2 Bryoria fuscescens
3 Barbula convoluta 3 Caloplaca citrina
4 Brachythecium albicans 4 Caloplaca holocarpa
5 Brachythecium rivulare 5 Caloplaca marina
6 Brachythecium rutabulum 6 Caloplaca saxicola
7 Bryum capillare 7 Candelariella coralliza
8 Bryum pseudotriquetrum 8 Cladonia arbuscula
9 Calliergon giganteum 9 Cladonia chlorophaea
10 Calliergonella cuspidata 10 Cladonia ciliata var ciliata
11 Ceratadon purpureus 11 Cladonia ciliata var tenuis
12 Climacium dendroides 12 Evernia prunastri
13 Dicranum majus 13 Graphis scripta
14 Dicranum polysetum 14 Hypogymnia physodes
15 Dicranum scoparium 15 Lecanora aetema
16 Encalypta streptocarpa 16 Lecanora carpinea
17 Eurhynchium striatum 17 Lecanora chlarotera
18 Hylocomium splendens 18 Lecanora dispersa
19 Isothecium myosuroides 19 Lecanora expallens
20 Orthotrichum affine 20 Lecanora gangalioides
21 Orthotrichum rupestre 21 Lecanora muralis
22 Plagiomnium affine 22 Lecanora pulicaris
23 Plagiomnium ellipticum 23 Lecanora rupicola
24 Plagiomnium rostratum 24 Lecanora varia
25 Plagiomnium undulatum 25 Lecidella elaeochroma
26 Pleurozium shreberi 26 Melanelia fuliginosa ssp glabratula
27 Polytrichum commune 27 Mycoblastus fucatus
28 Polytrichum juniperinum 28 Ochrolechia androgyna
29 Polytrichum strictum 29 Parmelia sulcata
30 Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans 30 Parmeliopsis ambigua
31 Racomitrium canescens 31 Peltigera membranacea
32 Rhizomnium punctatum 32 Pertusaria amara
33 Rhodobryum spathulatum 33 Phaeophyscia orbicularis
34 Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus 34 Phlyctis argena
35 Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus 35 Physcia adscendens
36 Schistidium crassipilum 36 Physcia caesia
37 Scorpidium scorpioides 37 Physconia distorta
38 Sphagnum capillifolium ssp. Capillifolium 38 Platismatia glauca
39 Sphagnum capillifolium ssp. Rubellum 39 Pseudevernia furfuracea
40 Sphagnum cuspidatum 40 Ramalina calicaris
41 Sphagnum fallax 41 Ramalina canariensis
42 Sphagnum fimbriatum 42 Ramalina farinacea
43 Sphagnum fuscum 43 Ramalina fastigiata
44 Sphagnum magellanicum 44 Ramalina fraxinea
45 Sphagnum papillosum 45 Rhizocarpon geographicum
46 Syntrichia ruralformis 46 Usnea subfloridana
47 Tetraphis pelucida 47 Xanthoparmelia conspersa
48 Thuidium tamariscinum 48 Xanthoria candelaria
49 Tortula muralis 49 Xanthoria elegans
50 Ulota bruchii 50 Xanthoria parietine

51 Xanthoria polycarpa  

 

       


	A trip to Estonia 
	29 April, Sunday   
	30 April,  Monday    
	Not long into our drive, we came across a flock of no less than 2000 Barnacle Geese and Whitefront.  Amongst them, we also spotted one Greylag and Bean Geese.   In the field, a Red Fox attracted our attention.  As we drove through open countryside with cultivated fields and meadows, more Skylarks, Lapwings and Cranes were seen.  
	Our next stop was Tahu field, where Blue Tit and Wryneck were calling and Margus soon located the latter for us.  Above the forest, in the distance, a female Marsh Harrier was mobbed by two Crows.  A 700 m walk to the tower took us through fields and along a stream, where a number of plants were identified by Gordon and an interesting moth, Kentish Glory  Endromis versicoloria was found by Doug.    The tower gave us a good view of Matsalu Bay, but some flocks of wildfowl were too far to be identified.  The bay was filled with birds, and Redshank, Spotted Redshank and Black-headed Gulls were seen at close proximity and big flocks of geese and Mute Swans were seen in the distance.  A Willow Wabler was calling close to the hide and soon it was also spotted. Alogether, five White-taild Eagles were recorded from the tower and our first Black Kite was also seen.   
	When we reached our minibus, it was time for coffee.  Content, we pressed on, but soon had a stop at a local grocery shop, where Margaret purchased a soft drink, and Gordon and Jim went for the famous Tallin liquor.  Here, we also recorded Brimstone and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies and a pair of Wheatears.
	We stopped briefly at a small  lake at Võnnu, where in the nearby woods, a White-backed Woodpecker was known to held its territory.  No sign of the birds though.  Instead, we had a good view of a pair of Garganey, Slavonian Grebe and a singing Nuthatch.   
	As we drove through open countryside, two Rooks were spotted and Doug located a Red Fox in a field.  Our next stop was the famous Haeska viewing tower, where, as we soon found out, the wind in Estonia can be pretty ferocious.  It was cold and windy on the coast, but some of us climbed the tower and faced the challenge.  Hundreds of geese, various ducks and swans were seen in the distance.
	At closer range, a group of male Ruffs was foraging on the shore.  When the wind and cold became truly unbearable, we all gathered around the picnic table (!) for lunch.  Coffee, tasty sandwiches, apples and a delicious cake were most welcome.  
	Our dinner tonight was booked at a manorhouse at 19:00, so we took a slow stroll in that direction.  En route, we encountered Lesser Whitethroat, Whinchat, Yellowhammer, Great Tit, two Magpies, four White Storks, five Common Buzzards, more White-tailed Eagles and some common birds.  Some of us had a quick glimpse of a Roe Deer hidden in the bushes.  
	We arrived to our accommodation in Pärnu with just enough time for a short rest. We all gathered for a drink at the bar before the meal and found that Brian left his insulin behind at the chalets.  A few phone calls by Margus secured a delivery of insulin in two days time, but a visit to a local hospital was necesarry to ensure that Brian had enough insulin until then.   
	Our evening meal consisted of a mouth-watering main course: a succulent piece of salmon bathed a scrummy sauce and accompanied by a bouquet of lightly boiled vegetables.  After a quick update on the bird list, a visit to a hospital followed.  An hour later, we all were reunited at the bar again to celebrate a successful end to a rather worrying circumstanes.
	Altogether, we recorded 57 species today, with only Montegu’s Harrier recorded for the first 
	time.  


